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Hey SDUPS Members

SDUPS celebrated our 40th Annual Film Festival this year. It was
quite a celebration. I hope you all are preparing for our 41st Film
Festival in April 2010. Please think of a theme and select images
and music to match your theme.

November 19th meeting (ONE WEEK EARLY) we will select
our 2010 officers and directors and have our last competition for
2009. The race is close in all divisions. Please come to the De-
cember 12th Holiday Party and find out who won the best-of in
each division. Our last subject title for this year is Ocean Majesty.
"This is the image that would grace the cover of a hard bound
coffee table book. Look for an image that depicts the awe and the incredible beauty of our
oceans. Present that image that will take our breath away." SO, please find that special WOW
image and submit as soon as you can.

Brett Tischler, SDUPS VP, has decided on the 2010 Competition Topics. The descriptions for
each will be in the newsletter and on the web site for next year. Here is an idea of what is to
come for a challenging 2010 photographic year. Jan - Best of 2009, Feb - Silhouettes, Mar -
CFWA, Apr - Macro Mating, May - cold water, Jun - Sun balls, Jul - Abstract, Aug - Natural
Light, Sep - Symbiotic, Oct - B&W, Nov - Eating (See page 5 for full explanation).

San Diego Underwater Photographic Society has adapted the following guidelines for select-
ing and taking underwater images. Images with the following characteristics should NOT be
selected. 1. Divers visibly damaging the environment. 2. Animals with signs of diver induced
distress, 3. Animals moved to an unnatural environment or risky location. 4. Animals being
fed artificial food from divers. 5. Marine life being harassed or touching any corals. Marine
life should never be stressed or endangered for the sake of a photo.

Next year Dave Hinkel will host a once-a-month pool practice session at an Escondido pool.
If you are new to underwater photography, this will be a special time for you to practice. There
will be advanced underwater photographers available to answer all your questions. Dave will
have you RSVP via an email so that he can get you in to use the pool. Dave can also have ad-
vanced gear available for anyone who would like to practice with a DSLR underwater. More
fun to come.

Please come to the next meeting and vote for next year's officers and directors. See you all
soon, Herb Gruenhagen SDUPS President

Internet Corner - Mike Poirier - Travel List

It seems that when I travel to an exotic dive destination, be it Indonesia, Fiji, Philippines, or
even as close as Hawaii, I always seem to forget something. Sometimes if your lucky, you
may find a dive shop or store where you can purchase that forgotten item. I’m kind of spoiled
when I go to the Big Island of Hawaii as there are lots of stores. From Wal-Mart, Costco, K-
mart, to Home Depot, where you can find almost anything you need. Also more than a dozen
dive shops are well supplied. But what if you are at a spot like Lembeh Straits in Indonesia
and you forgot batteries or a tool you need? Most of the time you’re out of luck and just hope
your buddy has what you need.

Awhile back I came across a travel check list that was put together by a former photo shop
owner in the L. A. area by the name of Joe Liburdi. It’s a pretty comprehensive list of things
to be sure to take on a dive trip. Some can be deleted or added as to your needs. Check it out:

http://www.joeliburdi.com/travelers-checklist.htm

SDUPS Board meeting
October 27th

A very well run and organized board meet-
ing was held at the Sizzler Restaurant on
Tuesday evening October 27th. The follow-

8 ing members were in attendance: Pete

Fowler, Mike Poirier, Allison Vitsky, Herb
Gruenhagen, Dave Hinkel, Bob Elkin,
Walter Heim, Mike Rodgers, and Brett
Tischler.

The first item on the agenda was the nomi-
nations for officers for the 2010 year. The
slate looks like this so far. Remember, nomi-
nations will be open at the next meeting be-
fore voting takes place.

President - - - Herb Gruenhagen
Vice-President - - - Brett Tischler
Secretary - - - Walter Heim
Treasure - - - Bob Elkin
Activities - - - Allison Vitsky
Membership - Mike Rodgers
Directors at Large (vote for 3)
Derek Tarr

Mike Poirier

Dave Hinkel

Pete Fowler

Allison Vitsky proposed that SDUPS
adopt guidelines to promote environmental
awareness in our underwater picture taking.

(Continued on page 4)

CALENDAR

NOVEMBER MEETING
ONE WEEK EARLY
DUE TO THANKSGIVING

November 19th - 7:00pm SDUPS Meeting
Sumner Hall

Prelude - Best of 2009

Bob Elkin - Trip Report - Live-aboard Div-
ing in the Wakatobi Region of Indonesia

Elections of 2010 Officers

Competition: “Ocean Majesty” - beauty of
our oceans + 30 sec Video

Holiday Awards Party set for December 12th
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Tracy Clark - 1st Place Advanced

Bob Elkin - 2nd Place Advanced




Derek Tarr - 1st Place Amateur

Jessica Heim - 3rd Place Amateur
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Herb Gruenhagen - 1st Place Special Pool Session




(Continued from page 1)

The measure was discussed, modified, and
then voted on. The measure passed and will
be incorporated into our club by-laws. See
sidebar for these guidelines.

Next item of business was taken up by
Dave Hinkel. Dave wants to re-instate the
Mentor Program. Simply put, experienced
u/w photographers helping those who are not
so experienced. We are shooting for a Janu-
ary start date with planned secessions once a
month, during a weeknight. Dave will have
access to a big heated pool in Escondido
where new gear will be available to try out.
For example, I’m thinking of purchasing a
new 60mm macro lens. I could try one out
before I buy to be sure this is for me. Maybe
one evening might be devoted to close focus
wide angle photography. The Mentor Pro-
gram is only as good as we members want it
to be. Plan on taking part - it should be fun.
More info with be forthcoming.

Our activities director Allison Vitsky
talked about a club photo shootout. This will
be taken up again in January.

Final plans were laid out for the SDUPS
Annual Holiday and Awards Party. It will be
held at the residence of Bob and Angie El-
kin. Members will be receiving an invitation
from Bob with a map and other information.

The last item of business was for Bob El-
kin to be voted in as Treasure to finish out
the year as the position was vacated by Gary
Stewart who moved out of town. Bob has
held the position in the past and will do a fine
job. The meeting closed about 8:15.
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SDUPS Adopted UW Photo Guidelines
to Promote Environmental Awareness

Marine life should never be stressed or endangered for the sake of a photo.
Entries in our monthly competitions exhibiting the following behavior will
be disqualified.

1. Diver visibly damaging (i.e. gear dragging into) the environment.

Animals with signs of diver induced stress (i.e. puffed puffers, inking

octopus).

Animals moved to an unnatural environment or risky location.

4. Animals being fed artificial food from divers (i.e. chum visible in photo-
graph).

5. Marine life being harassed (i.e. touching corals, seahorse tails).

(98)

e

October VIDEO COMPETITION

1st Place - Robert Yin

2nd Place - Mike Miller

You see, if we learn to swim upside down,
they won't see us coming...
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A‘S 2010 Monthly Photo Competition Categories
255 As submitted by Vice-President - Brett Tischler SO

January - Best of 2009 - The best of the best. Submit your best shot taken in 2009.

February - Silhouettes - Outlines of objects with featureless interiors can be iconic, provide depth and create drama in
a photograph. Shadow play can be created by backlighting subjects, shooting against light backgrounds and pointing
light sources away form the subject.

March - CFWA - Close Focus Wide Angle tries to match small subjects up close and in focus with wide angel reef-
scapes in the background. CFWA when done will creates the feeling of being in the photo by immersing the viewer in
both the big and small at the same time.

April - Macro Mating - Capture subjects courting, mating, spawning or just having fun practicing. PG-13 photos only.

May - Cold - You should be shivering when taking this photo. Capture the best that cold water diving has to offer.
Kelp, emerald green water, seals, ice or anything else found in cold waters.

June - Sun Balls - Some rules are meant to be broken. Point your camera right at the sun and shoot away. Capture your
best example that highlights light rays and sun balls. SDUPS does not recommend staring directly into the sun.

July - Abstract - Make some art (but not with PhotoShop). Present real objects in abstract ways with abstract composi-
tions, unconventional focus/exposures, uncommon viewpoints, textures, colors, etc.

August - Natural Light - No flash photography please. Present color images that use only natural light.
September - Symbiotic - Felix and Oscar, Riggs and Murtaugh. Show 2 unlike organisms living closely together.
October - Black & White - De-saturate, Color Filter, Channel Mix, Dodge & Burn

November - Eating - In celebration of the holidays, capture images that show animals underwater naturally eating their
meals of choice.

New Computer

I had been using an older Pentium II computer for many years to run a small
home business and do The Goby newsletter among many other things. With the

advent of streaming videos and other things on the internet, my old computer was
operating way to slowly so I made the decision to purchase a new HP duel core Intel based unit, with a 64 bit oper-
ating system. I set the computer up in my office and noticed the faster speed right away. This was going to be great
I thought. My troubles began when I started hooking up the peripherals such as the printer and scanner. My new
system was running Windows Vista and I couldn’t get drivers for the printer and scanner. I found a way to work
around the scanner problem but not the printer. The printer was an Epson 880 which is maybe ten years old. In the
computer world, ten years is a long, long time. Long story short, I ended up replacing the printer . The new one
should be better as the technology has advanced a lot in ten years. My current version of Adobe Acrobat PDF
writer would not work on my new system. Needed to upgrade that software.

The moral of the story is, BEWARE, a new computer with a new operating system may not run all of your soft-
ware or peripheral equipment. WAIT - Windows 7 just came out??....... Mike Pairier
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Competition Schedule for 2009

January 24th - Best of 2008

July 23rd - “Open Ocean” - large or small blue water

August 27th - “Macro”

February 26th - “Divers in Action” September 24th - “Believe it or Not” - bizarre U/W life forms

March 26th - “Off Color” -black & white/sepia tone/etc. October 22nd - “Creepy Clawers” - weird bottom creepers

April 23rd - “Dolphins, Rays & Sharks, Oh My!” November 19th - “Ocean Majesty” - beauty of our oceans

May 28th - “Captions” - photo with a caption December Awards/Holiday Party and Installation New Officers

June 25th - “After Dark” - night dive image

The Goby is a monthly publication of the San Diego Underwater Photographic Society, which holds copyrights to its format and all con-
tent. Images contained in the Goby are the property of the submitting photographer, who also holds the copyrights thereto. No use of The
Goby or its contents may be made without the written permission of the San Diego Underwater Photographic Society, the submitting pho-
tographer or both.
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