
San Diego Underwater Photographic Society

Volume 48 Issue 12 Established 1961 - http://www.sdups.com December - 2009

Internet Corner   Dive Bali  - Mike Poirier -

CALENDAR

NO MEETING
IN DECEMBER

Holiday Awards 
Party December 12th

First  SDUPS Meeting for 2010
January 28th

SDUPS membership
Meeting Nov - 19th

    Considering is was the week before the 
holidays, the meeting to vote for new offi-
cers, and the u/w video club had their meet-
ing on the same night, we had a very good 
turnout for the November meeting of 
SDUPS.
    Things got underway at seven o’clock with 
a great prelude from Brett Tischler. Brett 
put together about five or six images from 
various members who submitted what they 
considered their best of 2009. The longer I’m 
in the club the more I realize the talent that 
we have. We saw some great looking images 
from the membership.
    It’s official. The following were voted in 
for the SDUPS Board of Directors for 2010.
President - Herb Gruenhagen
Vice-President - Brent Tischler
Treasurer - Bob Elkin
Activities - Allison Vitsky
Secretary/Historian - Walter Heim
Membership - Mike Rodgers
Directors:
Andy Sallmon
Pete Fowler
Derek Tarr
The Board Members will need the help of all 
club members to make this a great year for 

(Continued on page 4)

   There has been a lot of talk about the diving in Bali at the 
last few SDUPS club meetings that I have attended. Many, 
myself included, think it’s one of the better dive destina-
tions in Indonesia. As I write this, two members, Mike 
Miller & Pete Fowler are enjoying the Bali underwater 
world. Many underwater photographers, having seen im-
ages from around the world, have put together a “wish list” 
of different species that they would like to add to their port-
folio of photos. Bali is a place where many of the exotic, small, and different animals can be 
found. 
    Cruising the internet I came across a great article about Bali and the diverse diving that 
can be forum there. Check it out at:

www.divephotoguide.com/articles/an_underwater_photographer__s_guide_to_bali_part_1

By Ken Wilk

Notes from the editor
    Well here we are, the last month of the year and 
the last Goby issue for 2009. I don’t know how it 
was for you guys, but the year just seemed to fly by 
for me. The 2009 year for our club was a very good 
one. A lot happened.
    In January we held our first SDUPS Board Meet-
ing for the year and the main item on the agenda 
was our big 40th Anniversary Film Festival. Also in 
January, past member Jim Kurtz presented a very 
good ProShow training workshop at Sumner Hall. This was to prepare members in the finer 
points of ProShow for submissions for the Festival. Special Film Festival shirts were also or-
dered in January.
    February saw things for the Film Festival shaping up with tickets being made available on 
line which was a first for our club. We have some pretty sharp internet people in our organiza-
tion. 
    March found many club members getting ready for next month’s Film Festival. A lot of 
work to be done but many club members pitched in. This month Walter Heim announced a 
new book, “Sharks-The Perfect Predators” is about to be released with many of his great 
shark images included. 
    Well it’s here! April 25th and Film Festival chairman, Pete Fowler, has put together a great 
show at Qualcomm Hall. The club was celebrating its 40th Anniversary and this show was 
going to be special. Special it was. Film presentations were solicited from around the world 
with some first class shows being voted into the evening show. The afternoon Matinee fea-
tured many shows from SDUPS members. The special Honorees guest list was a big hit with 
the audience as they got to mingle with historians of San Diego U/W photography. The guests 
dinned on a light dinner meal while meeting new people and seeing old friends. An amazing 
still image lobby display rounded out the festivities of a very successful Film Festival. 
    Also in the month of April, member David Hinkel announced the opening of his new U/W 
camera shop in Escondido. Blue Abyss Photo is carrying a great line of U/W photo gear.
   The May Goby was devoted to a special report on the Film Festival with many people to 
thank. The issue had various photos of people involved and people who attended. If you 
missed any of this, back issues of The Goby are available at our club’s web-site.
    The rest of the year continued with great meetings which included member trip reports, su-
per U/W images with our Monthly Competitions, special guest speakers such as Andy Sall-
mon, Tech and Photo Tips to round out a great year. We also held a great pool session at Pete 
& Joann Fowlers place. There was much more than this space permits. 2010? Another great 
year for us? See those newly elected board members to the right? Let’s help them out.
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Herb Gruenhagen - 3rd Place Advanced 

Tracy Clark - 2ndPlace Advanced 

“Ocean Majesty” - beauty of 
our oceans

Dave Hinkle - 1st Place Advanced

Heidrun Faulconer - 3rd Place Advanced 

Shoot Vertical
Isn’t it interesting that five of the winning 
images in the November Competition were 

taken in the vertical position
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Derek Tarr - 3rd Place Amateur

Matt Meier - 1st Place Novice

Teresa Pooley - 3rd Place Novice

Phi Sokol- 1st Place Novice

Pete Fowler - 2nd Place Amateur

Stefaan Kibooms - 2nd Place Amateur

Allison Vitsky - 2nd Place Novice
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Ask Someone To 
Be A Member

November VIDEO COMPETITION

1st Place - Pete Fowler

2nd Place - Teresa Pooley

3rd Place - Mike Miller & Robert Yin

       This is an Address Correction

2010 MEMBERSHIP
REGISTRATION/RENEWAL

       New Member       Single $35               Family $50

___________________________ __________________________
    Name 1                      E-mail Address 1 (very important)

___________________________ __________________________
     Name 2                                   E-mail Address 2

___________________________
    Address Please make checks payable to SDUPS

Mail To:
___________________________

  City/State/Zip

___________________________
    Phone

       Please don’t include my address information in the membership roster
       (roster will include name, phone number and e-mail address only)

San Diego Underwater
Photographic Society
P.O. Box 82782
San Diego, CA  92138

SDUPS.
    Bob Elkin gave an impressive trip report about a re-
cent trip he made on the Pelagian Dive Yacht. The live-
aboard is out of the Wakatobi Dive Resort and cruises 
around the southern part of the island of Sulawesi. Bob
started his power-point presentation by telling us how he 
got there with beautiful maps and satellite images of his 
destination. The diving was great with up to four dives a 
day with wall, muck and coral reef dives. Bob said the 
meals (we got to see a copy of the menu) were very good with two choices for all three meals. 
The accommodations are first class with only ten divers per trip. On Bob’s cruise there were 

only eight divers, four to each dive tender. With the 
outstanding service, the beautiful yacht, great amenities, 
and the level of personalized attention, Bob would rec-
ommend this trip for every diver. For more info. see: 
http://pelagian.wakatobi.com/home.php
Bob rounded out his travel log with a great ProShow of 
images he took on this trip. He certainly was able to fill 
his wish book of exotic images with the diversity of sea 

life available in that part of the world. Thanks Bob.
    Up next was a digital image show by Walter Heim. “2009 Dive Calendar” was the title of 
the presentation. Walter explained that the diving and the creatures you see around San Diego 
are very seasonal and he put together a show running us through the seasons and what you are 
most likely to see. For example, “Tide Pools” is a March/April thing, where as “Blue Water” 
is best in the June/October time frame. Walter presented some great images to let us know 
that there is a lot of diversity here in San Diego waters. Thanks Walter for a great job.
   Just before the mid-meeting break, it was time for the monthly competition. Thank you to 
Teresa & Bob Pooley, and Walter & Beverly Heim for the evenings refreshments during the 

(Continued from page 1)

intermission. See competition results on page 
two & three. 
    A few members had brought in items for 
the swap-meet sale but due to the lack of pro-
motion, it wasn’t a big swap. Maybe next 
year. Great meeting - See some of you at the 
Awards/Holiday Party….
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Going to Lembeh Strait ?

    Staying at Kasawari is the closest diving environment to a live-aboard dive trip. We would get up at around 6:30 am to have a light breakfast 
of juice/coffee and toast/cereal. The first dive would be at 7:30. The staff would carry your camera gear down to the rinse tank and ask you if it 
was ready to be checked for leaks, then take it down to the boat. Your dive gear was ready and waiting on the boat. All you had to do was show 
up with your wetsuit on. The dive boats are set-up for a total of eight divers but for most of our visit it was only the four of us, six at the most,  

and with at least two dive guides. The dive guides really knew how to find critters. Ask them for 
something you wanted photograph and they would take you there. The longest boat ride to a dive 
site was twenty minutes with most just two to ten minutes away. After the dive we got a hot face 
towel, fruit and a glass of water. Back at the resort it was time for a full breakfast. Next dive was at 
10:30 am. Back for lunch and the next dive was at 2:30 pm. After that dive you could sign up for a 
night dive which usually headed out about 5:00 pm. The night dives cost extra. Different dive pack-
ages offer different rates. Dinner was at 7:30 and hitting the sack wasn’t long after that. 
    The resort had a great camera room. After the staff rinsed your gear off, it was brought to the 
camera room in a plastic basket. There were towels at each assigned camera station, compressed air 
to blow off water, lens tissue, 220 and 120 volt outlets were also available. A pretty cool setup.

    If you attended the Video Film Festival this fall, you would have seen at least 4 or 5 films with sub-
ject matter taken at the Lembeh Strait area of Northern Sulawesi, Indonesia. It’s a very popular dive 
destination for small undersea critters and muck diving. In October, three SDUPS members and myself 
made the long trek and had a wonderful time. A big reason for having a great time was the resort we 
stayed at. It’s called Kasawari Lembeh Resort, only one-and-a-half hours from the Manado Airport, and 
is located right in the center of the Lembeh Strait. To get to Manado is over twenty hours of flight time. 
We had an overnight in Singapore.
    The staff of both the resort and the dive center bend over backwards to make your stay as pleasant 
and easy as it possible. Always there to lend a helping hand. If you had a problem, they do there best to 
correct it. 

    The villa we stayed in was set-
up with two queen beds, with 
great mattresses. The rooms were 
very spacious, air-conditioned, 
well appointed and vary clean.. A 
large bathroom had both an in-
door and outdoor shower. Plenty 
of hot water was very much ap-
preciated after a long day of div-
ing.

    The food was what you 
would typically find at an 
Indonesian resort. Most din-
ners had fish and rice on the 
menu as well as other items. 
At Kasawari if there are less 
than fifteen guests, you get to 
order off an extensive menu 
with anything from burgers 
to Chinese food. With more 
than fifteen it goes to a buffet 
which was good but not as 
good as the menu. We had the menu most of our stay. Beer and soft drinks 
were an extra cost.

Our Room

Our Villa

Camera Table

Roz, Chuck & Pete at Breakfast

View of Resort from Strait

All and all I would give the Kasawari Resort high marks for being a good 
value, great staff, impressive dive center with wonderful dive guides, and a 
remarkable destination for muck diving and macro photography. To let you 
know how much I liked it - yes I would go back….. by Mike Poirier

See: http://www.kasawari-lembeh.com/index.html
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2010 Board of Directors

President
Herb Gruenhagen

hgruenha@nethere.com

Vice President
Brett Tischler

brett_tishler@hotmail.com

Secretary
Walter Heim

walter.heim@att.net

Treasurer
Bob Elkin

uwphotos@cox.net

Membership
Mike Rodgers

mcrodgers2@aol.com

Activities
Allison Vitsky

avitsky@msn.com

Board Members at Large:
Pete Fowler

Andy Sallmon
Derek Tarr - Dive Trips

Brett Tischler - Webmaster

Monthly Meetings
Usually the fourth Thursday of each month

7:00pm
(No meeting in December)

Sumner Auditorium
Scripps Institute of Oceanography

8602 La Jolla Shores Drive
La Jolla, CA  92037

For more information

check the SDUPS web page

http://www.sdups.com

Competition Schedule for 2010

January 28th - “ Best of 2009”

February 25th - “Silhouettes”

March 25th - “Close Focus Wide Angle”

April 22nd - “Macro Mating”

May 27th - “Cold Water Image”

June 24th - “Sun Balls”

July 22nd - “Abstract”

August 26th - “Natural Light”

September 23rd - “Symbiotic”

October 28th - “Black & White”

November 18th - “Eating”

December  Awards/Holiday Party and Installation New Officers


